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Visit woldgate.net 
for more details

On Monday 8th February, all 
of our Year 11 pupils had the 
opportunity to experience A 

Level and BTEC taster lessons and 
get a flavour of life as a Sixth Form 
student. 

The purpose of the day is to help our 
young people make informed choices 
about their post-16 options. We care 
a great deal about ensuring that 

every pupil takes the right combina-
tion of courses that will help them 
to achieve their long-term goals, 
whether that is university, further 
vocational training or employment.

During the morning, pupils were 
able to ‘taste’ 6 different subjects in 
order to get a sense of what it would 
be like to study those subjects post-
16. I had the pleasure of dropping 

into the morning sessions and I was 
extremely impressed to see how 
engaged and engrossed our young 
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AcTive Kids 
vouchers

Can be handed in at ReCeption 
oR the pe offiCe

VouCheRs Can be exChanged 
foR spoRts equipment

Continued on page 3...

Year 11 enjoy life as Sixth Formers for the day. Mrs Lawson writes:
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Key dATes

spring Term

4th January  to 11th February 2016

22nd February to 24th march 2016

summer Term

11th april  -  27th may 2016

6th June  - 22nd July 2016

sTAff TrAining 
dAys

 12th February 2016

pluS 2 diSaggregated dayS 

25th & 26th July 2016

inTernAl exAm WeeKs

year 7
W/c 13th June 2016

year 8
W/c 6th June 2016

year 9
W/c 23rd may 2016

year 10
W/c 27th June 2016

year 12
W/c 22nd February 2016

year 13
W/c 22nd February 2016

Welcome

heAdTeAcher’s Welcome

Last week, Year 9 pupils and parents attended our Upper 
School Information Evening and Year 11 pupils joined a 
senior colleague to discuss their post-16 options. On 

Monday this week, Year 11 also experienced a range of Sixth 
Form courses as part of our Year 11 Post-16 Taster Day. The 
common factor was ensuring that our young people have the 
information they need to make informed choices about their 
future studies.

Whether in Year 9 or Year 11, the choices that are made will lay the foun-
dation for further studies, an apprenticeship or a career. The choices are, 
therefore, important and the decision is not an easy one. In Year 9, maintain-
ing a range of subjects beyond the ‘core’ provides an opportunity to special-
ise in subjects that provide greater breadth and thus ensure that education 
is broad and balanced and reflects the individual child’s talents and abilities. 

At this age, as talents become apparent, it is important to remember that 
those additional subjects that may not be part of the core offer, not only 
provide greater breadth, but develop those ‘soft skills’ of creativity, team 
work, independence and which have through history underpinned our 
culture, developing an appreciation of art, food, music and of course, our 
love of sport. Therefore, we need to be careful to ensure that we do not 
forget the importance of what a broad and balanced education can bring at 
this important time in a child’s life. I know my love of painting was not appar-
ent when I was in my third year of secondary school, but it was to become an 
important part of my life. Neither would I argue in Year 9 that I was any good 
at it then, or now for that matter, but often we forget that although knowl-
edge may be accumulated relatively quickly, it takes years for the skills and 
abilities to develop in order for that knowledge to be applied correctly. 

In a society that is often after the instant reward, we need to be reminded 
that sometimes it is resilience, perseverance and hard work that deliver true 
success and that success can come where you least expect it, if we are suffi-
ciently driven; I can see that sometimes in my own teaching. Skills such as 
drawing take time, and often a pupil’s judgement about whether they are 
able to succeed can be made in minutes, rather than years. It often takes 
reassurance and encouragement to overcome such instant judgements, to 
believe that, whether or not those initial sketches are good, that with time 
you could and you will develop your skills and enjoy this activity later in life. 

Of course, maintaining a broad curriculum is not just important in devel-
oping new skills and experiences. In my lifetime I have seen huge change 
already and listening to ‘Desert Island Discs’ at the weekend with Bill Gates 
as the guest, it seems nearly unthinkable that computers did not exist in the 
home when I was born. I remember with great excitement when the trolley 
rolled into our classroom with the first BBC computer and my frustration as 
it was rolled out an hour later, after we’d all had our allocated five minutes. 
It certainly didn’t stop me though; as I went in every lunch and stayed behind 
after school to gain access and to create programs. The future will, there-
fore, for our children bring many challenges and as a school, it is our duty 
to provide a strong and broad foun-
dation upon which our young people 
can develop their own individual 
talents and to prepare them for the 
challenges they will face in this rapidly 
changing world.

Do have a good weekend

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer

Follow @Woldgate

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateCollege/

sociAl mediA
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noticeboard

heAdTeAcher’s 
AWArd

yeAr 8
haydn cooper

verity metcalFe

yeAr 9
charlie clegg

chloe Whitton

yeAr 10
abbie levitt

hannah Stubley

yeAr 11
beth garvey

Jake Salter

people were in the varied and chal-
lenging sessions.

In the afternoon, pupils partici-
pated in a number of enrichment 
activities, such as problem-solving, 
climbing and a driving experience. 
They worked as part of a team and 
it was fantastic to see them working 
outside their comfort zone in order 
to achieve something new.

Throughout the day, there was 
a positive and vibrant atmos-
phere amongst the young people 
involved, and it was lovely to have 

conversations with many of our 
pupils about the subjects they are 
planning to take and their longer 
term goals and ambitions. 

...from front page.

nexT sTeps

In order to secure a place at Wold-
gate Sixth Form College, you need 
to complete an application form 
and hand it in to the Main Office 
or directly to Mrs Lawson in the 
Sixth Form Office.
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Tie

Designed by pupils to indicate the Year Group and may also, following consultation on Rewards, potentially indicate 
the School House.

uniform consulTATion
Our Year 9 School Council, 

pupils and staff have follow-
ing our online consultation 

last year, worked to provide four 
options for our pupils. The uniform 
designs have received positive feed-
back from Year 9 pupils and one will 
be introduced for Year 7 in Septem-
ber 2016.

81% of Year 9 parents did indicated 
they were supportive of a change, 
but we are conscious that although 
you would, as a parent, need to 
purchase new polo shirts for Upper 
School uniform, this is the first time 
you have seen detailed proposals. 

Year 8 parents would also then need 
to purchase the uniform in Septem-
ber 2017. We are, therefore, very 
keen to hear your views, before any 
decision is made about the future. If 
parents are supportive, then a new 
uniform could be introduced in two, 
rather than four years, and the costs 
of individual items would, there-
fore, be far more competitive for all 
parents.

As a school, we are very grateful for 
the support of parents in raising our 
current uniform standards and help-
ing to ensure our pupils look smart 
and professional. We do not believe 

the current uniform is fit for purpose 
and would like to take this opportu-
nity to establish a dress code for the 
next decade, to ensure our pupils can 
take pride in their school, be proud to 
belong to this community, and take 
pride in wearing the uniform of one 
of the highest performing schools in 
the region.

We would now like your views on the 
four combinations that are available. 
To select one, so we are able as a 
school to have further meetings with 
suppliers, to refine the designs and 
to secure a competitive price.

hTTps://WWW.surveymonKey.co.uK/r/WoldgATeuniform2

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WoldgateUniform2


5Friday 12 February 2016 issue 43

grey v-necK Jumper W/green or yelloW AccenT
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grey BlAzer W/green AccenTs

green BlAzer W/yelloW AccenTs
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BlAcK BlAzer W/green AccenTs

BlAcK BlAzer W/yelloW AccenTs
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Why is The King Being Whipped?
Mrs Amin writes:

One Friday in July 1174, King 
Henry II walked 3 miles 
barefoot, dressed only in a 

rough woollen tunic, to Canterbury 
Cathedral. At the Cathedral Henry 
was greeted by a silent line of Bish-
ops, Abbots and Monks.  Henry lay 
face down on the stone floor of the 
cathedral and prayed, then he knelt 
by the tomb of Thomas Becket and, 
one by one, the Bishops and Abbots 
whipped the King five times. Then it 
was the turn of the 80 monks. Each 
monk whipped the King 3 times. 
The big question that Year 7 had to 
answer was, why...?

Historical dramas are hugely popu-
lar, you only have to look at the 
success of ITVs Downton Abbey 
or the BBC production of War 
and Peace to see that. Likewise 
historical fiction by people such as 

Philippa Gregory and Conn Inggu-
lden capture the imagination by 
painting vivid pictures of worlds so 
alien to us now. While their inaccu-
racies may grate on historians (don’t 
mention the zips on show in ‘The 
White Queen’) the fact that they 
allow us to see the lives of these 
people at close quarters helps us to 
have empathy with the past, which 
is important for developing a true 
understanding of it. With this in 
mind I challenged my Year 7 classes 
to write an historical drama based on 
the whipping of King Henry II. Pupils 
investigated the causes, prioritised 
them in terms of what had been the 
main reason for the event and then 
wrote their own news programs to 
report what had happened. Pupils 
sourced props for homework and I 
would like to thank parents for their 

help with this, I will be returning the 
bedsheets I promise! 

While this was undoubtedly a fun 
activity it served an important 
purpose in developing wider skills. I 
was impressed with the team work 
which went in to producing scripts 
and agreeing on who would play 
what part. Many pupils really came 
out of their shells to perform for the 
class and it was wonderful to see 
the encouragement they were given 
by their peers. To be creative with 
your learning is one of the higher 
skills and so this task gave pupils an 
opportunity to access this to great 
effect. 

If you are still wondering why a King 
would allow himself to be whipped, 
just stop a Year 7 and ask!

pArTner primAry 
BenchBAll 
TournAmenT

The Wolds Partnership 
Primary Schools were back 
in sporting action last week 

for the Year 3 and 4 Benchball 
Tournament. Thirteen of our local 
primaries entered the competi-
tion with the aim of advancing 
to the SSP/ER Finals in May. The 
130 participants aided by parent 
and teacher support created a 
bumper crowd and festival like 
atmosphere. 

The games were officiated by 
several current Woldgate pupils 
that helped the event run a 
smoothly as possible. The tour-
nament was a nip and tuck affair 
with Warter and Mount Pleas-
ant edging the competition to 
advance to the Level Two finals.

Where Are They noW?
Mrs Pattison writes:

Over my years as an English 
and Drama Teacher at Wold-
gate helping out with the 

annual Musical in various capacities, 
it has been a privilege to see many 
former pupils go on to develop 
their Performing Arts talents.

Last month, I was delighted to go to 
support former pupils, Iain Harvey, 
and Lawrence Crawford, in the 
musical, Penny Millionaire, at the 
Joseph Rowntree Theatre, York.

Iain was a leading light in the 
Performing Arts during his time 
at Woldgate; he will be most 
remembered for his outstanding 
performance as Javert, in the 
School Edition of Les Miserables 
(2005). Iain not only sang, acted 
and danced in the Bev Jones 2016 
production of Penny Millionaire, 

but was a most able Director and 
Choreographer too.

Lawrence Crawford also shone in 
the Performing Arts during his time 
at Woldgate. He performed along-
side Iain in Les Miserables, as the 
Bishop, then later, in the larger than 
life role of Uncle Ernie, in Tommy 
(2008).He is now a Contemporary 
Theatre Practitioner, Writer and 
Performer, as well as Choreogra-
pher and Dancer. He gave a master-
ful performance of The Mime Artist 
in Penny Millionaire, and nearly 
stole the show!

More updates on former pupils to 
follow…
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Ks2 sWimming gAlA
Mr Rees writes:

Thursday 21st January saw the 
swimming teams of the local 
primary schools make the jour-

ney to Beverley Leisure Centre for 
the 2016 Wolds Partnership Swim-
ming Gala. The Wolds Partnership 
is the collection of both our cluster 
primary schools here at Woldgate as 
well our neighbours at the Market 
Weighton School. The competition 
was split into two categories; small 
and large schools. 

All competitors did themselves and 
their schools proud during the 36 
races including a number of single 
events, medleys and team relays. 
After two very close competitions 
the winners were announced in 
front of a bumper crowd of parents 

high flying 
TrAmpolining TeAm

Phoenix Flyer’s Kandy Sissons 
writes:

Some excellent results at the recent 
second Zonal round of the Schools 
Trampoline Championships, all girls 
qualified to the National finals in 
Wigan on the 19th March. 

Georgia Iredale in second place as an 
individual Under 19 female

Under 19 Team

• Georgia Iredale 
• Hannah Stubley 
• Beth Gray

• Rhianna Smith

All placed first in the team 

Hannah Stubley scored the highest 
score our of all the gymnasts with 
two superb routines, Hannah has 
been working extremely hard and 
it was lovely to see her achieve this 
result.

The team work in harmony all 
stepping up to the competition to 
ensure they were the winning team 
on the day.

Under 14 Team

• Charlotte Burn 
• Charlotte Cuffling
• Holly Carver
• Lilly Boyd

Also placed first in their respective 
age group qualifying to the National 
finals, all four girls performed very 
well, this was a tough competition 
for them all but they defiantly upped 
their game to prove they deserved to 
win.

SportS neWS

Under 19 individual female category

Grace Richardson placed 2nd 
qualifying to the national finals, 
Grace performed two lovely 
routines, up against a large category 
of girls who all were extremely good. 
Grace has polished her routine and 
therefore was able to show stunning 
execution in each skill.

Well done to all the competitors a 
fantastic result, we wish all those 
going to the National Finals the very 
best of luck, lets hope they retain 
their titles as last years champions.

and teachers. I am very pleased to 
announce that both competitions 
were won by Woldgate cluster 
schools. Stamford Bridge claimed the 
title of the large schools completion 
whilst Warter School narrowly 

pipped Pocklington Juniors to the 
post securing the small schools 
competition. Both schools advance 
on to the next tier of the competition 
to represent the Wolds cluster at the 
regional competition.
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Key dATes
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

yeAr 7
11th, 16th & 17th march

geography FieldWork 
trip to mancheSter

yeAr 8
15th march

technology challenge tbc

24th march

civil War re-enactment event

yeAr 9
25th February

parentS’ evening

1630 - 1900

mr slomAn WriTes:

As we approach the half term holidays, it is a good time 
to stop and reflect upon our Lower School pupils’ 
achievements so far this year.  In particular, this term 

has seen our Year 9 pupils take their first steps towards 
choosing their GCSE options for the next two years, culmi-
nating in our Key Stage 4 information evening.  Also, many 
of our Year 9 pupils took part in the Smart Wind challenge to 
design and build offshore windmills.

Our Year 7 pupils continue to settle in well to life at secondary school.  Our 
Year 7 Epic Quiz was a great success with every Year 7 pupil having the 
opportunity to take part, and well done to 7KLM for winning the Cup of 
Victory.  Furthermore, this half term every pupil in Year 7, Year 8 and Year 
9 has been made aware of all the opportunities available to volunteer in 
their local communities, following talks from the Volunteering  for Young 
People in the East Riding (VYPER) team.  I am looking forward to hearing 
about their projects and achievements over the coming weeks and months.

On behalf of all our Lower School Heads of Care and Achievement and 
Form Tutors, I would like to say well done to all our Lower School pupils 
for a great half term.  Enjoy your holiday and I look forward to seeing you 
next half term.

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

loWer School

yeAr 9 Are ThinKing AheAd!

As part of the careers programme, on Thursday 28th January Year 9 pupils were treated to a drama perfor-
mance from Performance in Education commissioned by the University of Hull. The performance fit into 
the transition work that pupils are completing in their Citizenship lessons. The performance explored the 

importance of planning ahead, not only with GCSEs, but also Further Education and Higher Education as well as 
apprenticeships. 
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Key dATes
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

yeAr 10
14th march

inJectionS

17th march

employer Q&a

yeAr 11
9th - 15th February

berlin viSit -  gcSe hiStory

22 February

Sixth Form application deadline

24th - 25th February

high adventure - gcSe pe

29th February

Functional engliSh examS level 1&2

ms longsTAff WriTes:
upper School

As the first half of the Spring Term draws to a close, 
it has been fantastic to support our Upper School 
pupils and continue to get to know both them and 

their families, sharing in both the highs and lows of everyday 
life.

This week has seen our Year 11 pupils take part in their IAG 
Day, sampling post-16 learning in the morning before taking 
part in various activities in the afternoon including a laser 
maze, football, problem solving and even driving lessons.  

Later that evening, it was fantastic to see so many at our Parents’ Evening 
where there was plenty of discussion about future options and careers for 
the future.  It is an exciting time for our young people as they contemplate 
their next step on the education ladder.

What has also been impressive is the large number of pupils who have 
signed up to take part in the National Citizen Service Programme.  Having 
seen a large crowd of pupils gathered outside a room at lunchtime, I duly 
investigated the cause to find much excitement about the opportunities 
on offer.  It is a fantastic opportunity to develop excellent personal skills 
so well done to those who have said yes!

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

mrs lAWson WriTes:

This week I seem to have spoken a lot to students about 
time: time left, time spent, time used.  For our Year 
12 and 13 students, we are well over half-way through 

the year and it is only a matter of weeks until AS and A2 
exams begin. After half-term, our students will sit their 
mock exams, and this is an opportunity for them to check if 
they are at the right level in terms of their knowledge and 
understanding of their subjects, and their ability to apply 

this knowledge under timed exam conditions. These exams are also an 
opportunity to review and consolidate the learning that has taken place 
since September, through a thorough schedule of revision.

The expectations of Sixth Form study are very high, and for any student 
to achieve their full potential they need to be working diligently and using 
any time they have set aside to study productively and effectively. 

At this point in the year, and as our Year 11 students are making choices 
about the subjects they want to take at Sixth Form, it is useful to consider 
what the qualities are that make a good Sixth Form student. Being a Sixth 
Form student is about being independent and self-motivated. It is also 
about being self-reflective and knowing when to ask for support. I have 
no doubt that we will see some excellent results in the forthcoming Mock 
Exams, and that our students will be working very hard over the coming 
weeks to ensure they have the right study habits in place, they are 
seeking support when necessary, and using all of the time they 
have left to focus on gaining the best possible outcomes.

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

Key dATes
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

exAms

22nd-26th February

exam Week

10th march

reSultS day

fooTBAll fixTures

24th February

Woldgate vS WolFreton conSortium

1400 k.o. home

9th march

Woldgate vS malton School

1400 k.o. aWay

16th march

Woldgate vS elliot hudSon college

1400 k.o. aWay
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mondAy TuesdAy WednesdAy ThursdAy fridAy

year 7 everyday mathS logic puzzleS mental mathS all about the ShapeS planner Signing

year 8 planner Signing everyday mathS logic puzzleS mental mathS all about the ShapeS

year 9 planner Signing all about the ShapeS everyday mathS logic puzzleS mental mathS

year 10 planner Signing mental mathS all about the ShapeS everyday mathS logic puzzleS

year 11 planner Signing all about the ShapeS everyday mathS logic puzzleS mental mathS

numerAcy WeeK
Are you ready to problem solve, test your logic and Maths knowledge? The week after half term (22-26th February) 
is Numeracy week. Woldgate’s Teaching and Learning Team have planned a range of fun Form time activities that 
promote numeracy skills. The tutor groups in each year compete with each other to find out which is the most numer-
ical and certificates are awarded to the wining form groups.

All year groups are involved, except Year 12 and 13 who will be sitting their AS/A2 mock examinations.

Below is the timetable of activities.

Look out for information regarding the winners after the half term holiday- from the TLCI team.

supporT 
And chAllenge

at Woldgate sixth foRm 
College We Will suppoRt, 
guide and Challenge you 

as an indiVidual Who is 
knoWn and CaRed foR.

choice & 
flexiBiliTy

you Can Choose fRom 24 a 
leVel subjeCts and 8 bteC 

subjeCts. you haVe the ChoiCe to 
do a Combination of bteC and 
a leVel subjeCts, WhiCh Will 

ensuRe you keep all post-
18 options aVailable 

to you.

enrichmenT 
And exTrA-
curriculAr

you Will haVe the oppoRtunity to 
take paRt in a huge Range of extRa-

CuRRiCulaR and enRiChment aCtiVities, 
WhiCh Will help you to deVelop and 

gRoW as a Whole peRson and help 
you to stand out When you apply 

foR uniVeRsity, tRaining 
oR employment.

sixTh form college

mailto:office%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=
http://www.woldgate.net

